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FROM THE
CLUB
PRESIDENT
Hi Everyone,
Well we are into our mid year edition
of AirChat and club news for 2017. I
am happy to report that our club is
travelling along very well.

Recently we were accredited as a provider for Vet Student Loans (VSL). The
new federal government initiative has
set the bar a lot higher than the previous system. It will deliver a higher
quality product to the students. The
accreditation is a good outcome for
our club as it puts us into a very small
group who have been awarded this
status.

We took delivery of our new simulator
in July. It's now installed and awaiting
CASA approval. I have had a flight in it,
conducting an RNAV approach into
YBSU and it is very nice to fly. There is
more on the new sim in this edition.

The board of directors is ramping up
the social activity of the club. We are
introducing a “meet and greet new
members” event on a regular basis.
The first Friday of every alternative
month we will hold a BBQ for new
members to meet the directors and
other club members and if anyone
wants a night flight, that can be arranged too. The first Friday of every
other month there will also be a
"Happy Hour". So every first Friday of
We had a great month of flying with
every month the club will hold a BBQ
our Hong Kong students during July
and from that group there were sever- evening for members and friends.
al achievers with first solo flights. They
are a very happy group who love aviaThe club will be holding its annual
tion and love using Redcliffe Aero Club
Open Day on September 24th. We will
as their base. They will be back next
be providing the usual joy flights and
year to continue with their progress in
displays of aircraft. Stay tuned for the
aviation studies.
latest flyers as we get closer to the
day.

Also we are planning the Wings Celebration Dinner for this year on November 25th. It will be held in the hangers
again. Watch out for the flyers on this
club event.

There will also be club Flyaways happening every month until December.
They will be advertised on our Facebook site, website and around the club
house. We now have a special Flyaways Facebook site that all members
can join. Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/678739008989427/
Take advantage of what your club is
offering and join in making your club
great.

Safe Landings
Mike Cahill

CEO UPDATE
our application to become a VET Student Loans Provider offering
AVI50415 Diploma of Aviation
Over the last few months, since our
(Instrument Rating). We are one of
last AirChat we’ve been working on a
only two aero clubs in the country to
number of projects including:
be granted this approval from the
 The installation and certification
Department, the other being the Royof our new simulator
al Victorian Aero Club. The next in The implementation of VET Stu- take of students will be in September.
dent Loans
We plan to add additional diplomas
 The commissioning of a building to our Registered Training Organisadesigner to look at options to
tion’s scope with access to VET Stuexpand club facilities.
dent Loans including AVI50516 DiploThe new Precision Flight Controls DCX ma of Aviation (Flight Instructor).
MAX simulator arrived from the US
on the 1st August. It was unpacked,
partially dismantled, installed and
As active members would be aware,
commissioned over a three-day peri- we have been delivering our VET
od by Hawker Pacific with significant courses out of a temporary demountassistance from staff and club memable building and our flight instructor
ber Ian Silvester. Ian supplied and
courses out of one of the original
operated the forklift and his ute and aero club buildings referred to as The
gave us two days of his time. Without Hut. The Board, through the commishis assistance this would have been a sioning of a building designer, is cursignificantly bigger task. Full details of rently exploring redevelopment opthe installation are in a separate arti- tions to better accommodate our
cle within this edition of AirChat.
training requirements and improve

Dear Members,

facilities for the enjoyment of club
members. Consultation with club
We were recently notified by the Fedmembers will occur as these options
eral Department of Education and
are further explored.
Training that we were successful in

On the financial front, we have had
another strong net profit following on
from last year’s record net profit,
which I will fully report on once the
audit is completed in September. The
AGM is set down for 22nd November
at 6pm. We warmly welcome all
members to attend.

Best regards,

Stephen White

CHIEF PILOT’S REPORT
Dear RAC Members,

•

2017 continues to be an exciting year for
the Redcliffe Aero Club. If you haven’t
been in for a while please feel free to stop
by.
Mark McCann is our newest full-time instructor. Mark’s Bio was in the previous
issue. Mark is proving to be good addition
to our team.
Several of the team have increased their
capabilities; you may even notice a couple •
of extra gold stripes have appeared on
shoulders in recent months.
Callum Taggart joins us as our casual instructor and sometime office admin assistant. Callum completed his instructor
rating with us and has helped us with the
HKFTC for the last two years. Callum is a
Grade Two instructor.
We have a new and much improved simulator. I won’t say too much as there is a
separate article on it in this edition. It really does have to be experienced to be appreciated though, so don’t be shy. For
those looking at multi-engine IFR recency
or renewals, we can finally simulate a P68
so the experience has become even more
realistic and relevant to your “real world”
flying.

You now have the ability to own some
practical RAC merchandise including pens
(yes, they write on MRs), sunscreen (a
must for every flight bag) and “remove
before flight” key ring tags. So now you
can wave the RAC flag. The caps remain
another popular and practical addition to
our flight bags.
Things that you may not notice on first
glance are:

•

Our VET Student Loans approval. This
means that students can access VET
Student Loans to complete our Diploma of Aviation course. This approval
represents a significant volume of
work and it is a testament to the quality of RAC and our training programs
that we received this approval. We
are one of only a handful of Australian
aviation schools to achieve this approval and one of only two aero clubs
in the country to have done so.

modate this. Just ask an instructor and tee
it up. With the advent of spring and summer we can also expect to see a few more
clouds and challenging weather developing. Please remember to pay close attention to the forecast in the planning stages
of your flights and feel free to ask an instructor if you are not 100% confident.
We are always happy to help.

Our instructor team continues to work
hard behind the scenes to improve
both the club and our own skills to
offer our members and students an
ever-improving flying and training
experience.

Finally, if you’re reading this on the internet and you have a few minutes, check out
CASA’s latest edition of “Out and Back” at
this link:

In the last few months there has been an
increase in unreported minor incidents
around the club. If you are involved in or
witness something of this type (bird strike,
Our survey work continues. In addiaircraft touching in the hangar, tail strike)
tion to providing revenue to support
the club this work allows our instruc- please report it to an instructor. Nine
tors to “practise what they preach” on times out of ten there is no real problem
a regular basis. This means that RAC but if we don’t know about it, we can’t be
members are being taught by instruc- sure. Everyone has an obligation to the
tors who really do fly commercial-type safety of the club’s members and equipment.
operations on a regular basis.

https://outnback.casa.gov.au/

I think you’ll enjoy it and you will probably
Another glorious Brisbane winter is draw- learn something new or be reminded of
ing to a close. It’s been great to see the re- something important.
appearance of the RAC Night Social BBQ
Safe Flying,
and flying nights this year.
Dan Smith
Thanks are due to the members who have
worked hard to provide the opportunities
for social events and flyaways. If you
haven’t participated in a club event for a
while, get involved. These events and
social activities are what make us a club,
after all and it’s a lot of fun.
As we head into spring the days will start
to get longer. For member’s wishing to
fit in a lesson during the early morning
calm before regular business hours
please remember we are happy to accom-

EDITORIAL
Welcome to the second AirChat for
2017. In this edition CEO Stephen
White writes about our club’s newest acquisition, a state of the art
flight simulator. Have a peek next
time you’re at the club and book
some time brushing up your instrument skills. Ever thought of obtaining a tail wheel endorsement? Mal
McAdam tells you why you should.
It’s just one of the courses on offer
at the club. We also have a brief
introduction to Mal and what
makes him tick.
There’s flyaways in this edition too.

Michael Hawley reports on the
club’s annual pilgrimage to the
Stanthorpe wineries and Graham
Pukallus describes how he flew into
the Opera at Jimbour near Toowoomba while I provide a brief
account on our recent trip to Evans
Head. We head further afield for
Ryan Darby’s account of his flight
around the Bahamas early this
year, and guest contributor David
Herbert writes about his flight
across the Nullarbor to Coral Bay
on the WA coast. We also have a
brief description of his home aero
club in south east South Australia.

John O’Brien, a past student and
instructor at RAC is now working as
head of training for a regional airline. He describes his career to date
and what makes him love flying
professionally as well as some of
the struggles he encountered while
becoming established in the aviation industry.

Paris and Avalon are two of the
world’s major air shows. I was fortunate to visit both this year and
have written a brief comparison of
the two events.
I’d like to thank all contributors for
their assistance with putting together this edition. It really helps
when we can share our experiences with other members and the
public in general. I look forward to
more of you sharing your stories
with us in future. Please email your
ideas to me. The next edition is due
out in mid December.
Clear skies
Philip Arthur
airchateditor@redcliffeaeroclub.com.au

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS
Join our Facebook Group https://www.facebook.com/67groups/678739008989427

OUR RECENT ACHIEVERS
The following students recently achieved the next level of their training at RAC. Congratulations
to every one of you for your hard work and dedication as you work towards your final goals.
Flight Instructor Rating
Jessica Greer
First Solo
King Chee (Leo)
Graeme
Michael
Cheuk Hin (Bryan)
Mohammad Mahdi(Matt)
Javier
Ruarai
Hoi Bond (Patrick)
James
Jason (Cho Yin)

Bryan Ho

Chan
Garrick
Hawley
Ho
Mohebbi
Morales Sanchez
O'Luanaigh
Tang
Vella
Wong

Matt Mohebbi

Multi Engine Aircraft Instrument Rating
Peter Headley
Paun Duece Nonggorr
Murray Norris
Mitchell O'Brien
Oliver Van der Walt
Jackson Warner
PPL
Dylan Morris
Joshua Shand
Fran Spielmann
MEA Class Rating
Paul
Paun Duece
Travis
Oliver

Lane
Nonggorr
Robertson
Van der Walt

Ruarai O’Luanaigh

Jason Wong
Jess Greer

Josh Shand

Graeme Garrick

Michael Hawley
Dylan Morris
Paun Duece Nonggorr

Javier Morales Sanchez
Fran Spielmann

James Vella

Leo Chan

Tom’s Toolbox
Tom Hayter is our club’s Head of Airworthiness and
Maintenance Control (HAAMC) and is responsible for ensuring that the aircraft are well maintained. He has a couple of requests for us all.

Dear Members,
There are a couple of maintenance issues that I would like to
bring to your attention.

The first issue is the maintenance release. Please ensure that
before you sign for your aircraft you read the maintenance
release carefully and ensure that it is up to date. That includes ensuring that the previous day’s hours have been totalled up and the progressive total time in service is entered
in section 3. With most aircraft the total time in service will
match the current tachometer reading. There are however a
few aircraft, such as RAQ, where due to replacement of the
tachometer the tachometer hours do not reflect total time in
service. A quick check can be made by subtracting the original
reading at the start of the maintenance release from the current tachometer reading. This will equal total tachometer
hours since the maintenance release was issued. By adding
this number to the total time in service at the start of the
release (section 1) you will have the current total time in service and it can be entered into the daily total in section 3. In
this way you will prevent carrying forward arithmetical errors. Only by checking these numbers can you be sure that
you will not inadvertently fly an aircraft beyond any required
scheduled maintenance items. If you require clarification in
completing daily entries on the maintenance release please
ask an instructor.

The second issue relates to rudder springs failing on Cessna
172s. This problem is easily detected during the pre-flight
inspection. The rudder cables should both have tension and
not be resting slack against the bottom of the guides. If the
cables are slack, the aircraft hasn't passed its pre-flight check
and you should talk to an instructor. Note that the Cessna
172 has nose wheel steering and therefore the angle of the
nose wheel should match rudder deflection. If the nose
wheel and rudder deflection do not correspond you should
talk with an instructor. The cause of this issue has been
attributed to full use of rudder travel while the aircraft is stationary. The maintenance engineers have asked that pilots
reduce the amount of pressure applied to the rudder pedals
during before take-off checks. Pre-take off checks do not
need to include pedal to the floor checks, just that the pedals
move freely and the rudder moves accordingly. You can also
check pedal movement whilst taxiing so the nose wheel can
move, reducing the strain on the components.
If you have any concerns regarding any club aircraft please
talk to an instructor. We will then be able to address any deficiencies you identify and if we can’t fix the issue immediately
we will hopefully find an alternative aircraft for your flight.

Kind Regards
Tom Hayter HAAMC

